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STORY AND PHOTOS BY JOHN PIERCE

Beyond
the blaze |

Biscoe Baptists’ wide
embrace not tempered
by challenges

BISCOE, N.C. — Typical for many mill
towns, Biscoe residents recall the heyday when
abundant jobs, recreation and social life sprang
from the large, bustling mill. Today, local jobs
are fewer and keeping bright young people is
harder.

The ’50s-style red brick, white-steeple
home of the First Baptist Church here looks
typical too. Well, it did until an electrical fire
in the early morning hours of July 22, 2014
turned the sanctuary into a pile of charred
rubble.

Atypical, however, is the congregation.
‘While many churches claim diversity, Biscoe
Baptists just live, worship and serve with a
comfortable mix of people from a variety of
ethnic, economic and social backgrounds.

WARM AND WIDE

Congregants come from various Baptist back-
grounds — Southern, National, Independent
— as well as other church traditions including
AME Zion, Catholic, Methodist, Presbyterian,
Church of Christ, Quaker and Pentecostal.

There are educators, business profes-
sionals, political leaders, potters and painters,
chicken farmers and more. You'll also find a
beekeeper, a banjo picker, a member of a beach
band and two taxidermists in the mix.

These assorted church members are quick
to say that the wide, warm embrace of long-
time pastor Larry Wilson is most responsible
for the atypical First Baptist Church family.
And Wilson said he’s received a warm embrace
in return.

“I love the people here,” he said. “It’s not
big, but one of the most gifted churches.”
Neither is it typical for a young pastor to
come to a small, mill-town church and stay
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for 30 years. But that’s what Larry did — and
although he retired last year, he’s still around.

When asked why he didn’t move on to bigger
things, Larry quickly responded: “I take Jesus’
admonition about money seriously; you can’t

serve God and mammon. And I believe in the
local church.”

COMMUNITY

Wilson, however, was never one to hole up
within the church walls. His pastoral presence
throughout the community — personally and
through his writings in the local newspaper —
crossed familiar economic and racial divides.

That approach to ministry is now
reflected in the congregation.

“The diversity of our people is our great-
est strength,” said lay leader Dwight Saunders,
who grew up, left and then returned to the
area.

Rebecca Blake, also a local who grew
up in a more rural Baptist church, directs
the music ministries that members and visi-
tors rave about from the choir to the youth
handbell ringers. Her husband, Jimmy, is
the town’s mayor and advocate for economic
development.

“We're held together by love,” she said of
the church’s unusually diverse mix, “and Larry
has modeled that.”

He'’s also been a prophetic voice from the
pulpit, in print and in person.

“Most Baptist preachers preach like Jesus
lived six hours from his birth to crucifixion,”
he said. “But what Jesus said mattered.”

With pastoral sensitivities, he has urged
the Biscoe community toward Jesus’ calls for
justice, grace and unconditional love.

“If you show them what the Bible says,

Top, left to right: Nancy Ruppert, Dwight
Saunders, Rebecca Blake and Larry Wilson discuss
rebuilding plans as well as the closeness the con-
gregation has felt since worshipping in the smaller
fellowship hall. Above: Rubble, but not ruins —
An electrical fire brought down the sanctuary but
not the inclusive, generous spirit of First Baptist
Church in the mill town of Biscoe, N.C.

they’ll come around,” he said. “And there are
some really good people here.”

While the church has its problems like
all others, said Larry, there is a positive, caring
approach that prevails. He pointed to longtime
member Betsy Crisco as one of the “church
moms” who “gets things done without com-
plaining” and shows deep concern for persons
in need.

“My dog was sick and she called me,”

Larry said with an appreciative smile.
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OPENNESS

Nancy Ruppert was recruited from Florida to
a health care job in Biscoe in 1991. She didn’t
expect to be there long — and she sure didn’t
think she'd ever be a Baptist.

But that was before she met Larry, whose
pastoral style she called “more open.”

“The community grew on me,” said
Nancy, now a leading beekeeper and key vol-
unteer in carving up firewood that the church
makes available to people in need. And she
found First Baptist to be “warm and welcoming
even to someone like me who was an outsider.”

The church’s openness, she said, is inten-
tional — not the lack of conviction.

“It’s not that we’re intentionally ambiguous;
we're open to a lot of people,” she explained.
“We don’t try to squeeze people into a mold.”

After moving to Biscoe, Nancy said she
heard that the pastor at First Baptist was
“different.” But that wasn’t enough for her to
visit a Baptist church.

“I'd been there and done that,” she said of
previous experiences with Baptists. “I'd been
told constantly that I was a sinner. I already
knew that.”

When she finally relented and visited
First Baptist, she liked Larry’s sermon and the
“really good music.” She was also impressed
by the church’s concern for and responses to
people in need.

The church has gained that good
reputation.

“In this area we're the go-to church if
people need help,” said Dwight Saunders. For
example, the church’s youth started a food dis-
tribution ministry that is now supported by 14
area congregations.

Nancy added that the church’s generos-
ity sometimes gives the false appearance of
a larger, wealthier congregation — but that
much is done through partnerships throughout
the community, thanks to “Larry’s ability to
get along with so many different people.”

Florence Cagle (center), with ministers Larry Wilson
and Rebecca Blake, says she was attracted to the
First Baptist Church because of the congregation’s
impact on Biscoe and the larger community.
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SPIRITUAL HOME

Florence Cagle is one of several African-
American members who've found a spiritual
home and a place of service in First Baptist
Church. She is a deacon and serves on the
committee charged with finding a new pastor.

“Larry has touched lives all over this com-
munity,” she said of her friend and pastor.
“Larry is everybody’s Larry.”

She and her family visited the church for a
while before becoming members 13 years ago.

“I liked what I saw,” said Florence. “The
church cares about so many people, not just
the membership. I was satisfied that this was
where God was leading me... ’'m proud to be
a member of First Baptist Church.”

The local newspaper, Montgomery Herald,
recently carried a full-page feature on Florence
in which she talked about growing up in a
family of hardworking sharecroppers. She
attended a school with “no heat, no running
water, no cafeteria, no bathrooms and no gym”
through the eighth grade.

She recalled her mother cutting pencils
in half so each child in the family would have
one. But conditions improved when she moved
to high school. She excelled in all areas, includ-
ing being honored as homecoming queen.

As a young adult she broke ground by
moving into positions in the mill never held by
a black person. She put in 30 years there.

When the First Baptist sanctuary burned
last summer, Florence said it “tore my heart
out.” It brought back a childhood experience
of watching the small wooden Olive Grove
Baptist Church, next to her home, burn to the
ground after being struck by lightning.

The more recent fire brought members
together — embracing one another amid tears,
she said. The tragedy also brought a new per-
spective, she added.

“Maybe it’s a good thing that this fire
happened,” she said reflectively. “We're closer
now; it’s more meaningful to be a part of this
church.”

FIRE ALARM

“Ruins” is a common word for the charred
remains after a roaring fire has run its destruc-
tive course. However, the inclusive spirit,
generosity and warmth of Biscoe Baptists were
not ruined by last summer’s fire.

They are better, not bitter after the blaze,
church members said.

The pulpit Bible and the brass cross with
a flame-marked base were rescued and placed
in the fellowship hall where Sunday worship
now occurs. The close proximity required by

the smaller room has its benefits.

“We're closer now,” said Rebecca Blake.
“And we wanted to go about the business of
being church.”

Any temptation toward self-pity was
thwarted. Church members took meals to the
fire department in appreciation for the quick
response — and the firewood cutting crew got
back to work quickly.

The retirement of a longtime pastor fol-
lowed by a devastating fire were a lot for the
church to handle at one time, lay leaders admit.

“Those kinds of things either make or
break a church,” said Nancy, adding that the
unsettling situation helped the congregation
refocus on its true mission.

Dwight agreed: “Little things we bick-
ered about — like which faucets to put in the
women’s restroom — weren't important any-
more. The fire gave us insight into what's really

important.”

THE FUTURE

Church member and mayor Jimmy Blake said
new industries, including a foundry and a
yogurt plant, have brought jobs to Biscoe with
hopes of drawing or keeping residents in the
“small and friendly” town. He runs a popular
local restaurant and cooks up a big monthly
church breakfast that draws members out of
their beds.

The church is looking to rebuild from
the fire and find new pastoral leadership. Jack
Causey of the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship
of North Carolina is guiding them through a
process of conversations and worship to focus
on the congregation’s core values, vision and
pastoral needs.

He has discovered unique qualities in the
Biscoe church, he said: ethnic diversity, great
music and deep care for the community.

These marks of the congregation weren’t
the result of a strategic plan, but the natural
outcome of consistent prophetic, pastoral lead-
ership and a community willing to embrace the
changes and challenges of faithful living.

Larry said he focused his ministry on
three areas: fellowship, service and worship
— with a strong conviction that all persons
deserve to loved and served.

“Jesus never let people be reduced,” he
said. “And I can’t do that.”

It is a message that has resonated with
church members and is now reflected in the
ways they worship, fellowship and serve, said
Rebecca.

“We've heard the message of love, grace,
forgiveness and inclusion — and to live as

Jesus truly showed us how to live.” BT
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“Preachers studied classic Craddock
sermons . .. much like aspiring jazz
musicians listened to saxophonist
John Coltrane and amateur
boxers studied tapes of Sugar Ray
Robinson — for clues to greatness
and inspiration. Craddock elevated
preaching to an art. .. .His sermons
unfolded like a short story: there
was foreshadowing, plot twists,
dialogue; language of startling
beauty and surprise endings.”

—CNN religion writer John Blake, reporting on
the March 6 death of Fred Craddock, 86,
in Blue Ridge, Ga.

“For Jesus, what matters above all
is reaching out to save those far
off, healing the wounds of the sick,
restoring everyone to God’s family. And
this is scandalous to some people!”

—Pope Francis in a February Mass at
St. Peter’s Basilica (RNS)

“Maybe the people who like to ski are
praying a little harder than the rest of us.”

—Andrew Cryans of St. Thomas More Catholic
Church in Durbam, N.H., when record weekend
snowfalls in February caused
low attendance at church (RNS)

“Most people who profess a deep love
of the Bible have never actually read
the book. They have memorized parts
of texts that they can string together to
prove the biblical basis for whatever it is
they believe in, but they ignore the vast
majority of the text.”

—Rabbi Rami Shapiro, noting that a student
in his Bible class at Middle Tennessee State University
believed the saying “This dog wont hunt” is a
biblical proverb (CNN)

“For me to worship at an Anglo church,
I must accept white theology, pray in
a white manner, sing white German

songs and eat meatloaf at the potluck.”

—Miguel De La Torre of Iliff School of Theology,
urging Anglo Christians who seek racial
understanding to visit African-American and

Hispanic churches (RNS)
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quotation
remarks

“In evangelical and even in some
progressive parts of Christianity,
women are getting very mixed signals.
There is a view that a woman should
be subordinate on Sunday, equal to
men the five workdays of the week, and
Saturday is up for grabs. She’s told at
home and at church the man is to be
the ‘servant leader, but then she goes
to work where she has to be as tough as
the guys to succeed.”

—Protestant scholar and author Phyllis Tickle
on the ‘religiously imposed schizophrenia”

of many women today (RNS)

“The Bible must not become something
we only look at and admire, even
though plenty of American homes have
unread family Bibles laid out on coffee
tables or displayed on shelves. This
sacred book is a living document that
speaks to us across the ages and yet
requires interpretive work that can’t be
cast in stone.”

—DMark Wingfield, associate pastor of Wilshire

Baptist Church in Dallas, on how some might

view the Museum of the Bible, being erected in

Washington, D.C., as a monument to the Bible
(BNG)

“Sometimes a tragedy happens and
people move on after a couple of weeks.
This particular tragedy has caused
many people to not only look at the
issue of alcoholism and other drug
addictions but also how we select and
elect our leaders, our bishops.”

—Episcopal Church leader Gay Clark Jennings after
Bishop Heather Cook was cited for drunk driving
that caused the death of a bicyclist (RNS)

“The IRA claimed to be Catholic. They
were baptized. They had a Catholic
identity ... [but] what they were doing
was a perversion of everything the
church stood for.”

—Cardinal Timothy Dolan of New York telling CNN
that Islamic State militants terrorizing the Middle East
are a distortion of Islam much as the Irish Republican
Army was a perversion of Catholicism (RNS)

“Sweden has awoken from its fairy tale
dream [of being a racism-free society].

—Willy Silberstein, president of the Swedish
Committee Against Antisemitism, SKMA,
on Muslim hostilities toward Jews that were

recently captured on TV (RNS)

“Contrary to the many who speak
about the church dying, I think it is
actually a time of rebirth. We are
actually in the process of tossing out
some old stuff that wasn’t necessary
and finding creative ways to express our
identity in the present.”

—DMolly Marshall, president of Central Baptist
Theological Seminary in Shawnee, Kan. (BNG)

“Where | grew up, the way to grow
spiritually was: Go to church, read your
Bible, witness, pray. It was a checklist,
and it was clear a lot of people had
done those things for years and hadn’t
become less mean. Recently, more and
more people, Protestants and Catholics,
are asking how to become more Christ-
like, and realizing that a checklist is not
what brings change.”

—Brian McLaren, author of
We Make the Road by Walking
(Reform Magazine)
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Editorial

By John Pierce

Politicized pronouncements
of faith present problems

olitical ideology masked as Christianity
P (or another religious faith) is costly. The
high price is being paid again and again.

According to survey results reported
by Religion News Service, current college
freshmen are distancing themselves from iden-
tifiable religious traditions. Nearly 28 percent,
the study found, chose to not identify with any
particular religion.

Ajay Nair, dean of campus life at Atlanta’s
Emory University, has a good idea why this
number has risen by 12 percent since 1971.

“Religion has become increasingly politi-
cized in recent years and, as a result,” he said,
“I think students may be reluctant to identify
with religious institutions.”

Dean Nair is probably right. But I'd
be quick to add that college freshmen — or
students in general — are not the only ones
shying away from a religious identity that is
clouded by associated politics.

It is tiring, as well, for those of all ages
to keep going through life trying to untangle
the confusing mess created by the conflicting
merger of political ideology and religious iden-
tity. Many of us are weary of being associated
with those who bear our faith names but not
our understandings or convictions.

Conservative Christian preachers, for
example, recently were found to hold much
more strongly than the broader population the
notion that Islamic State terrorists reflect the
true nature of the Islamic faith. That ignorance

gets passed along as part of our Christian iden-
tity — as well as the gospel that we seek to
proclaim.

During a spirited political debate on social
media recently, one poster lamented: “We are
losing our Christian values in this country like
the right to own guns!”

Political ideology
has become so entwined
with religious faith that,
apparently, constitutional
and religious debates are
one in the same.

Of course, faith and
politics are not com-
pletely separable — but
their influence on one another should be well
noted.

Faith should shape one’s politics. Too
often, however, politics shapes one’s faith.

There is a real probability that falling
identification with organized religion is not so
much the lack of faith in God as it is the lack
of faith in those who claim to speak for God,
yet whose priorities and politics seem so far
removed from the daring disciples of old who
dropped their nets and money bags to follow
Jesus.

Whether on the left or right, or some-
where in between, we must take great care in
how our preferred, passionate political persua-
sions become public pronouncements of the
Christian faith. Such statements become our

“witness” — which can cause the rejection of
faith (or at least of our churches and related
institutions) that is actually a rejection of
blurred, divisive political perceptions.

It is always easier, however, to point out
the obvious failures of others who misrepresent
the gospel than to acknowledge our very own
contributions. Confession is much harder than
expressing our frustration of being identified
with a fear-based political ideology masked
as religious faith that conflicts with our own
understandings.

Yet we all have a responsibility to be more
humble in our conclusions, more generous in
our grace and more willing to hear a calling to
faithfulness that conflicts with what we often
portray as religious truth.

Our faith affirmations and resulting proc-
lamations are important to us, as they should
be. However, they also have a larger impact on
others who may not be able to hear the gospel
over the high-volume political noise. BT

May the hope of Easter be lasting,
even amid the darkness of life, and
inspire us to live with deep faith,
abundant goodness and great joy.

Board of Directors and Staff
Baptists Today | Nurturing Faith

MAKING A GIFT to support the ministry of Baptists Today is just one click away.
Make a gift online at baptiststoday.org/donate. Your generous giving is most helpful
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BY KIMBERLY WINSTON, Religion News Service

Understanding Islam’s Sunni-Shiite divide

Sunni and Shiite Muslims, two main
sects of Islam, have been in conflict for
more than a millennium. Why does
such an ancient division continue to
influence politics, foreign policy and

even wars today?

ecently, militants from the Sunni-led
R Islamic State group have waged a bloody

war of conquest across parts of Iraq and
Syria and have spread to parts of Jordan, Egypt
and Libya. Boko Haram, an al-Qaida affiliate

waging war across parts of Africa, is also Sunni.
Here’s what you need to know:

Q: Who are the Sunnis and who are the
Shiites?

A: Both are sects of Islam and the adherents
of both are Muslims, all bound by the same
Quran, the same Five Pillars of Islam — belief
in one God, daily prayer, fasting, charity and
hajj, or pilgrimage. Both revere the Prophet
Muhammad, who founded Islam in 620.

A very rough — and admittedly imper-
fect — analogy is the Protestant / Catholic /
Orthodox divide within Christianity. All three
groups are Christian, but they have diverging
views on leadership, theology, worship rites
and even sacred shrines.

Some Catholics and Protestants view the
other as apostates, but the bloody conflicts
between the two camps are mostly consigned
to history.

Q: What is at the root of their conflict?

A: Basically, Sunnis and Shiites differ on who
should have succeeded Muhammad after his
death in 632. Sunnis supported Abu Bakr, the
prophet’s friend; Shiite Muslims felt the right-
ful successor was the prophet’s son-in-law and

cousin, Ali ibn Abi Talib.

Ali became the fourth caliph, or spiritual
leader of Muslims, but he was murdered and
his son was killed in battle, effectively end-
ing the direct line from Muhammad. Today’s
Shiites consider all caliphs after Ali to be false.

Sunnis, meanwhile, believe Muslim lead-
ers can be elected, or picked, from qualified
teachers. So Sunni and Shiite Muslims do not
recognize the same line of authority.

That’s why the declaration by the Islamic
State group, also known as ISIS or ISIL, last
summer that it was establishing a “new caliph-
ate” through its leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi
caused such a global stir. The Islamic State is
a Sunni group and its stated goals are to cre-
ate a territory run by a caliph and Shariah, or
Islamic law.

In a video announcing the caliphate last
June, the group described al-Baghdadi as
“descendant from the family of the Prophet,
the slave of God” — perhaps an attempt to
legitimate him in the eyes of Shiites. If they —
or any other Muslims — fail to recognize the

new caliphate, they will be considered apos-
tates and can be killed under Shariah.

Q: Where do Sunnis and Shiites live?

A: In lots of hotbed places. Syria is a majority-
Sunni country, but the regime of President
Bashar Assad is a close ally of Shiite-dominated
Iran (Assad’s Alawite sect is a whole other story).

Iraq is majority Shiite, but northern Iraq
has a lot of Sunnis and the Islamic State group
has made increasing inroads into the country.
Neighboring Iran is majority Shiite, while
next-door Saudi Arabia is majority Sunni.
Yemen, Bahrain, Afghanistan, Pakistan and
Lebanon have significant Shiite minorities.

Sunnis make up about 85 percent of the
world’s Muslims (including the vast majority of
U.S. Muslims). See the problem?

Q: So, if all this happened 1,400 years ago,
what are they fighting about now?

Check out Nurturing Faith —
a publishing venture from
Baptists Today and Faithlab

nurturingfaith.net
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Poll: 1 in 4 Americans say Islamic
State represents true Islam

By Aamer Madhani
USA Today

(RNS) More than a quarter of Americans
and nearly half of senior Protestant pas-
tors say the Islamic State terrorist group
offers a true representation of Islamic
society, according to a pair of new surveys
by LifeWay Research.

Forty-five percent of 1,000 senior
Protestant pastors surveyed say the
Islamic State, also known as ISIL or ISIS,
“gives a true indication of what an Islamic
society looks like.” Forty-seven percent
disagreed with the statement.

The pastors had a much darker view
of Islam than Americans at large. In con-
trast, in the second survey, 27 percent of
Americans say the Islamic State reflects
the true nature of Islamic society.

Of the 1,000 senior Protestant pas-
tors surveyed, 724 identified themselves
as evangelical; 474 consider themselves
mainline. Pastors were permitted to con-
sider themselves under both labels. BT

A: It’s a complicated question that can’t be
reduced to a few sentences, but here goes:
Where once the conflict between Sunni
and Shiite was religious, now it is more political.
In Iraq, the Shiite-dominated army has
been seen as a strong-arm of former Shiite
Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki and an oppres-
sive force by majority Sunnis in the north.
That's why many were happy to have the
Sunni-dominated Islamic State group make
gains across the north. And as the Islamic State
group grows in strength and numbers, the
Sunni-Shiite conflict will intensify and spread.

Q: OK, but all this is taking place on the
other side of the world. Why should I care?

A: Because Islam is a global religion, and
America has significant strategic and mili-

tary interests in the region. The number of
Muslims is expected to rise by 35 percent

in the next 20 years, according to the Pew
Research Center, to reach 2.2 billion people. BT
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By Tony W. Cartledge, CONTRIBUTING EDITOR

But are they really Muslim?

he savage inhumanity of ISIS’s brutal
T ideologues continued as the organiza-

tion kidnapped hundreds of Christians
to be used and abused in a sneering show of
radical imbecility that grows from a perverted
interpretation of Islam. The terrorist group
also released videos of manic members raiding
a museum in Mosul, smashing priceless arti-
facts of the Assyrian civilization.

But what if Christians interpreted the
Bible in the same way the strategists of ISIS
interpret the Quran?

We'd also be breaking into museums and
smashing every ancient representation of a
god, rather than preserving them as invaluable
objects for the understanding of human devel-
opment and cultural diversity. The prophets
often called for the Israelites to destroy their
idols and tear down sites where other gods
were worshipped.

We'd also be stoning children who cursed
their parents, cutting off body parts for various
crimes, selling slaves, and committing other
acts that were embedded in Old Testament
law — relics of a bygone age that we now con-
sider to be barbaric. Horrific practices are there

in scripture, but we don’t interpret them as
appropriate for civilized society.

The problem, then, is not with Islam
itself, as some outspoken critics would have
us believe, but with sometimes twisted and
sometimes too literalistic interpretations of
Islamic scriptures. We must acknowledge that
Christians have also been guilty of misappro-
priating scripture.

Catholic popes endorsed the Crusades
and offered advance pardon for all present and
future sins to those who happened to die while
fighting the “infidels” — not unlike brain-
washed terrorists who think martyrdom will
get them immediately transported to heaven.
That was supported by the church, but was it
Christian?

The Ku Klux Klan claimed to be a
Christian organization trying to do right by
God and to preserve civil society. Does anyone
believe such bigotry and terroristic actions
were inspired by Jesus?

Jim Jones of the People’s Temple led a
mass suicide of 909 cult members in 1978.
Jones claimed to be a Christian. “That wasn’t
really Christianity,” we would say, but he drew

many of his teachings from an aberrant inter-
pretation of the Bible.

Branch Davidians, led by David Koresh, a
schismatic group that broke from the Davidian
Seventh Day Adventists, became increasingly
ingrown, retreated from society, and burned
their compound — killing 79 children, women
and men — rather than allow federal agents to
investigate charges of child abuse.

“That wasn’t Christianity,” we would
say — but cult members claimed it to be. We
should keep that in mind the next time we
hear someone blame the atrocities of ISIS on
Islam.

There are more than 1.5 billion Muslims
in the world. The vast majority of those who
are actually religious look to the Quran for
teachings of peace, justice and moral behavior.
Meantime, a few thousand have been brain-
washed into believing the exclusive hate-based
ideology of extremists who harbor visions of
grandeur and are mainly interested in gaining
power for themselves — but they get all the
headlines.

They’re not teaching true Islam any more
than the KKK was teaching Christianity. BT
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Todd Still appointed dean
of Baylor’s Truett Semitnary

ACO, Texas — Baylor
University has announced that
President Ken Starr appointed

New Testament scholar Todd D. Still as
the fifth dean of the university’s George W.
Truett Theological Seminary.

Still currently serves as the William M.
Hinson Professor of Christian Scriptures at
Truett, where he has been a faculty member
since 2003. He will succeed David Garland,
who will return to
full-time teaching after
eight years as dean of
the seminary.

“In Dr. Todd
Still, Baylor University,
and our dear friends
in the Texas Baptist
; family, found a vision-

ToddD.seill  ary leader to guide
into a bright future
our beloved Truett Seminary,” said Starr

in a university press release. “As a brilliant
scholar of the New Testament, Dr. Still is
widely recognized in the academy for the
quality of his research and writing. At the
same time, Dr. Still has maintained a strong
commitment to educating ministers to lead
the church in Texas and beyond while he
has personally served Baptist churches in
transition as a preaching pastor. He is a
forward-thinking leader who cares deeply
about Texas Baptists and Texas Baptist life.”

Still said he was “humbled and hon-
ored” by the opportunity to serve in this role.

“As dean, I look forward to joining
hands with colleagues and churches in
preparing students for ministry in Christ’s
name both within and beyond Texas,” he
said according to the release. “I am deeply
committed to the vital work of theological
education and ministerial formation that
takes place at Truett and am convinced that
there are great things in store.”

Eatlier Still taught at Dallas Baptist
University (1995-2000), and at Gardner-
Webb University’s School of Divinity
(2000-2003) where he held the Bob
D. Shepherd Chair of New Testament
Interpretation. He holds degrees from
Baylor, Southwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary and the University of Glasgow,
Scotland, where he completed a Ph.D. in
1996. He and his family are members of
First Baptist Church of Waco. BT
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Report finds anti-Semitism
a problem at U.S. colleges

By Lauren Markoe
Religion News Service

ASHINGTON — A comprehen-

sive survey of anti-Semitism at

American colleges released in late
February shows that significant hostility is
directed at Jews on U.S. campuses.

The National Demographic Survey of
American Jewish College Students, produced
by a Trinity College team well known for its
research on religious groups, found that 54
percent of Jewish students experienced anti-
Semitism on campus in the first six months of
the 2013-2014 academic year.

Professors Barry A. Kosmin and Ariela
Keysar asked 1,157 students in an online ques-
tionnaire about the types, context and location
of anti-Semitism they had encountered, and
found that anti-Jewish bias is a problem for
Jews of all levels of religious observance.

“And this is a national problem; it’s not
just happening in pockets of areas,” Keysar
said. “Hopefully people will read this survey as
a wake-up call. Clearly, the students want us to
do something.”

The survey, she also noted, was given
to students months before last summer’s war
between Israel and Gaza, which ignited much
anti-Israel sentiment on college campuses,
sentiment that at times crossed the line into
anti-Semitism.

The question sent to Jewish students on
55 campuses asked whether they had person-
ally experienced or witnessed anti-Semitism
on campus. Most of the 54 percent who

responded “yes” reported one incident.

That suggests “Jewish students are not
just being paranoid, because if they were, then
we would expect each of them to identify more
than one incident of anti-Semitism per year,”
the researchers wrote.

Similar percentages of religious (58 per-
cent) and secular Jewish students (51 percent)
said they had experienced hostility toward Jews
or Judaism. And while 58 percent of those who
say they are “always” open about being Jewish
on campus said they had experienced anti-
Semitism, 59 percent who said they “never”
were reported the same.

As for the most common context of the
anti-Semitism, 29 percent of students surveyed
said the source was a single student, and 10
percent said it happened in a college club or
society. Only 3 percent said the anti-Semitism
stemmed from the college administration.

Kosmin and Keysar's survey follows the
2013 Pew Research Center’s “Portrait of Jewish
Americans,” which found that 22 percent of
young Jews reported being called an offensive
name in the previous year because they are
Jewish, a far higher percentage than older Jews.
It also comes 10 years after the U.S. Commission
on Civil Rights declared that campus anti-
Semitism had become a “serious problem” and
called for more research on the issue.

Kosmin and Keysar end their report with
recommendations to address anti-Semitism on
campus, including the suggestion that admin-
istrators let it be known that “the university
considers anti-Semitism a serious issue equiva-
lent to other forms of hate and bias.” BT
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‘Bishop Bling’ makes a soft landing in new Vatican post

By David Gibson

Religion News Service

ATICAN CITY — The German
V churchman christened the “Bishop of

Bling” for lavish expenditures he made
on his residence and church offices has been
given a low-level post at the Vatican, nearly a
year after Pope Francis ousted him from the
Limburg diocese.

Bishop Franz-Peter Tebartz-van Elst is
now a “delegate” at the Pontifical Council for
Promoting the New Evangelization, an office
in the Roman Curia.

Tebartz-van Elst will reportedly help
prepare catechism, or religious instruction,
materials — his area of expertise — for various
national bishops’ conferences. But he won't

have his name attached to any documents,

according to Archbishop Rino Fisichella, head
of the council.

The post was created for Tebartz-van
Elst and has the hallmarks of a “make-work”
job because the Vatican
couldn’t figure out what
else to do with the
prelate.

Controversy over
Tebartz-van Elst’s
residence in Limburg
erupted in October 2013
when it was revealed

Tebartz-van Els

that costs to renovate
the diocesan center and
the bishop’s home ran several times over the
initial estimate, to some $40 million. Tebartz-
van Elst blamed the expense on a deputy who
failed to keep track of cost overruns.

But it also emerged that the expenses
from the refurbishment of the residence
included $300,000 for an ornamental fish
tank, $2.4 million for bronze window frames,
and $240,000 for a spiral staircase. The bishop
also had a freestanding bathtub, created by
French designer Philippe Starck and featuring
headrests at both ends, installed at a reported
cost of about $20,000.

In addition, a month after the expendi-
tures were first reported, Tebartz-van Elst paid
a court-ordered fine of nearly $30,000 to avoid
a perjury charge over his false claims that he
did not fly first-class to India on a charity trip.

That all came just a few months after
Francis was elected pope and began inveigh-
ing against churchmen who live like princes
instead of leading humble lives marked by
simplicity and service. BT

Myanmar’s religious noise pollution annoys locals

By Mann Kyaw and Brian Pellot

Religion News Service

ANDALAY, Myanmar — While
M Myanmar’s strict curbs on religious

freedom continue to draw interna-
tional scrutiny, its lax enforcement of noise
limits is attracting the ire of locals.

Residents of the densely populated cities of
Mandalay and Yangon are demanding stronger
rules and regulations to control the use of loud-
speakers in the country’s many religious festivals.

Myanmar (formerly known as Burma) is a
predominantly Buddhist country in Southeast
Asia with significant Christian, Muslim, Hindu
and animist minority communities.

Local Buddhist holidays, including Vesak
and the Tazaungdaing festival, along with
Christmas, Diwali and Eid al-Fitr are often
celebrated with music, dance, stage perfor-
mances and carnivals. Monks and revelers in
some communities use the Buddhist holidays
as an excuse to collect donations and play rock
and pop music over loudspeakers.

While complaints about loud church bells
or the Muslim call to prayer from minarets are
common in other cities, annoyed locals say the
noisy atmosphere detracts from the festivals’
religious origins — and the country’s quiet
Buddhist getaway image.

U Ngwe Khee, a Mandalay taxi driver,
lives near a Buddhist Dharma center where
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monks use loudspeakers to play music and
announce how much money each person has
donated from the area.

“We have already contributed cash and
they have collected money door-to-door in
our area,” Ngwe Khee said. “They should not
ask for more donations by making noise. The
noise is very disruptive and disappointing.”

U Hla Sein, a retired teacher in Mandalay,
agrees.

“They should have more understanding,
since this is a religious activity,” he said. “They
play music before religious ceremonies but the
music is not related to faith at all. But because
they refer to religion, we cannot complain.”

Myanmar’s temperate winters attract
foreign tourists at the same time many of the
loudest and most popular Buddhist religious
festivals are being celebrated.

“People visit our country looking for a
peaceful place, but when modern music is
played in these ceremonies it can be quite
disturbing for surrounding residents, and
also tourists may get the wrong perception of
Buddhism,” Mandalay tour guide Naing Tun
Lin said.

Some hotels have started preemptively
apologizing for the noise.

Last November, the 79 Living Hotel
in Mandalay greeted guests with a note in
English explaining that monks would be col-
lecting donations over loudspeakers during the

Tazaungdaing festival.

“We apologize for any disturbance that
this religious practice, over which we have no
control, may cause,” the note stated.

Naing Tun Lin, the tour guide, said
authorities should consult locals to set guide-
lines for when music can be played and at what
volume to minimize disturbances.

National law states that authorities must
grant permission to use sound systems or loud-
speakers and that existing rules and regulations
must be followed.

People who violate this rule can be fined
up to 5,000 kyat (about $5) or imprisoned for
up to seven days.

U Hla, an attorney from Mandalay, said
legal action is possible and would reinforce the
point that noise pollution is disturbing and
contrary to the ceremonies’ religious purposes.

Buddhist religious sites and houses of
worship are not the only ones keeping neigh-
bors awake. Some Buddhist families play
recordings of monks’ teachings over loudspeak-
ers early in the morning to bring good luck.

Other faiths are also causing complaints.
Maung Maung Swe, a journalist in the capital
city of Yangon, said the noise from a Hindu
temple near his house sometimes continues
until 2 a.m.

“It is quite annoying,” he said. “We don’t
want to blame it on religious activity, but no
one can sleep through the night.” BT
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Mormon critic
excommunicated
for ‘apostasy’

By Peggy Fletcher Stack
Salt Lake Tribune

ALT LAKE CITY (RNS) —
S Mormon critic and podcaster John

Dehlin has been excommunicated
from the LDS Church. The official charge
against the founder of the “Mormon Stories”
podcast was “conduct contrary to the laws
and order of the church,” but a letter from
Dehlin’s North Logan LDS stake president,
Bryan King, called it “apostasy” and cited
evidence for the unanimous decision:

* Dehlin’s teachings disputing the nature of
God and the divinity of Jesus Christ.

* His statements that the Book of Mormon
and the Book of Abraham are fraudulent
and works of fiction.

* His statements and teachings that reject
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints as being “the true church with
power and authority from God.”

King further noted that the Cache
Valley-based podcaster has “spread these
teachings widely via the Internet to hun-
dreds of people in the past,” and that
Dehlin has said he plans to “continue to do
so.”

The action was not taken because
Dehlin had doubts about the church or its
history, the LDS leader wrote, but “because
of your categorical statements oppos-
ing the doctrines of the church, and their
wide dissemination via your Internet pres-
ence, which has led others away from the
church.”

Dehlin is free to criticize the church
and to share his opinions, King wrote, but
not “as a member in good standing.”

Dehlin, who expected to be ousted
from the Utah-based faith, maintains the
apostasy charges stem from his “unwill-
ingness” to censor his podcast, his public
expression of his doubts about the religion
and his visible advocacy for civil same-sex
marriage and the ordination of women to
the all-male LDS priesthood.

Despite the decision, Dehlin and his
wife, Margi, expressed “appreciation” for
their local lay leaders. BT
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Young Brits reject religion,
approve of atheist politicians

By Trevor Grunday

Religion News Service

ANTERBURY, England —In marked
‘ contrast to the U.S., public figures
who disavow belief in God tend
to win approval from a growing number of
British people.

A survey of 1,500 adults released in
February by YouGoyv, a British market research
firm, shows that as many as a third of all
Britons do not believe in God or any kind of
higher power.

The poll found that Nick Clegg, deputy
prime minister, and Ed Miliband, leader of
the opposition Labor Party, were viewed posi-
tively because they state openly that they don’t
believe in God.

That’s a stark contrast to the U.S., where
the number of openly atheist politicians in
Congress hovers around zero.

The survey shows that while atheists in
England are ready to stand up and talk about
their nonbelief in God, most Christians are

reluctant to proclaim their faith.
And it shows a marked divide between
young people — who increasingly embrace

atheism — and older people, who identify
with their religious upbringing.

Almost one in three under the age of 24
declare themselves to be atheists, compared
with only one in 10 people over the age of 60.

Thirty-three percent of those surveyed
said they did not believe in “any sort of God or
spiritual power.”

The proportion of people who denied
belief in God rose to 46 percent among 18- to
24-year-olds. BT

Court finds Applebee’s not liable for man
burned while praying over fajita skillet

By Christopher Baxter
The Star-Ledger

RENTON, N.J. (RNS) — A New

Jersey man cannot collect damages for

burns he suffered while bowing his
head in prayer over a sizzling steak fajita skil-
let at Applebee’s, a state appeals panel ruled in
March.

In 2010, Hiram Jimenez visited the res-
taurant with his brother, Rafael, and ordered
a steak fajita, which was brought to him in a
sizzling skillet, according to court records. The
waitress allegedly did not warn him the dish
was hot.

After receiving the food, Jimenez and his
brother decided to pray, and Jimenez bowed
his head close to the table. As he was pray-
ing, he claimed he heard a loud sizzling noise
followed by a grease pop, and felt a burning
sensation in his left eye and on his face.

Jimenez said he panicked and knocked the

plate of food on his lap, causing more burns.

None of the burns left any scarring, records
show.

He sued in state Superior Court, claiming
he suffered serious injury after the restaurant
negligently gave him hot food.

The lower court dismissed the case, find-
ing that the danger posed by the sizzling fajita
plate was “open and obvious” and that Jimenez
chose to put his face close to it. Jimenez
appealed, and an appeals panel agreed with the
lower court’s findings.

“Here, the danger posed by a plate of siz-
zling hot food was self-evident,” the two-judge
panel ruled. BT
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BY HEIDI HALL, Religion News Service

A high price

Evangelicals find that affirmation of gay members can be costly

ASHVILLE, Tenn. — Pastor Stan
N Mitchell’s announcement that his evan-

gelical GracePointe Church would fully
affirm gay members was met with a standing
ovation from some, stunned silence from oth-
ers, but everybody prayed together quietly at
the end of it.

Then Mitchell began routinely receiv-
ing emails inviting him to kill himself, often
including the assurance they were sent in love
from other Christians. Half of his 12-member
board has left, along with half the average
offering and about a third of the weekly atten-
dance — once at 800 to 1,000 people.

He’s met with dozens of disenchanted
members and plans to see dozens more, apolo-
gizing almost compulsively for his handling of
the issue. But there’s no going back, he says.
He doesn’t even want to.

One of his biggest fears is that talking
publicly about what happened at GracePointe
could discourage countless other evangelical
pastors who he says are ready to make the same
move.

“I'm watching LGBT people finally make
peace with themselves because they couldn’t
get away from the authority of Scripture and
what they thought it said about them,” said
Mitchell, 46. “The upsides, ..

where in this.”

. they're every-

The shifts and conversations within this
Bible Belt congregation mirror a larger debate
among American evangelicals as they engage
tricky and sensitive matters of human sexuality,
the authority of Scripture and a rapidly chang-
ing culture.

That dialogue is being pushed by
Christians who, like Mitchell, no longer
believe that the terms “evangelical” and
“LGBT-affirming” are mutually exclusive.

Last year, evangelical ethicist David Gushee
at Mercer University wrote the book Changing
Our Mind, about his own theological shift —
on questions of gay marriage and welcoming
gays and lesbians into church leadership. Author
Matthew Vines’ Reformation Project and his
book, God and the Gay Christian, drew atten-
tion from top evangelical leaders.

A handful of large evangelical churches

are publicizing their supportive stances. The
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The GracePointe Church choir performs during Easter service
in 2014. Photo courtesy of GracePointe Church/RNS

Highlands Church in Denver was among

the first, suffering deep drops in attendance
and donations but now recovering. EastLake
Community Church in Seattle announced its
LGBT inclusion and affirmation; Mitchell
spent a February weekend there, huddling with
church leaders.

But there remains a high price: Last year,
the Southern Baptist Convention expelled
New Heart Community Church in La Mirada,
Calif., after its pastor changed views on homo-
sexuality. More recently, the Chicago-based
Evangelical Covenant Church cut off funding
for a church plant in Portland, Ore., when
its pastor announced his support for LGBT
equality.

Several factors are coming into play in
the pastors’ decisions, observers say. Marriage
equality has reached all but 13 states, forcing
churches to confront an issue many have long
demonized or simply hoped to avoid. Polling
by the Public Religion Research Institute
survey shows 43 percent of white evangelical
millennials support same-sex marriage, double
the percentage of the oldest generation of that
demographic.

At the same time, gay Christians raised
in and rejected by evangelical churches haven't
lost their love for those roots, said Scott
Thumma, a sociologist at Hartford Seminary

who has studied both homosexuality and
megachurches.

“To be an evangelical Christian is more
than the theology. It’s the tradition you were
raised in, the songs and hymns you sang as a
kid,” he said. “There’s a pull to the expression
of Christianity they grew up with, where they
feel at home and where they feel the deepest
connection to God even if the theology said
they didn’t belong there.”

In some ways, the change is happening
from the inside out. Gay-friendly mainline
Protestant churches such as the Episcopal
Church just don’t hold the same appeal for that
group, said Brandan Robertson, 22, spokes-
man for Evangelicals for Marriage Equality.

“It’s not that we’re ashamed or not grate-
ful to be welcomed,” he said. “But rather, we
just want to be seen as normal Christians, not
part of some ‘special group.”

Robertson, too, says there are dozens of
evangelical churches on the precipice of mak-
ing announcements of their affirmation. Most,
however, are not.

“There’s going to be polarity on this issue
either way you go,” said Dave Travis, CEO of
Dallas-based Leadership Network, a church
consulting firm. “The vitality of American reli-
gion is that people vote with their feet. ... If
(Mitchell) retains half, that’s about right.” BT
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By Robert F. Browning

A tribute to Eldred Taylor

Editor’s note: Eldred M. Taylor died Jan. 15 in
Louisville, Ky., at age 93. Among his ministry set-
tings, he served as pastor of First Baptist Church
of Somerset, Ky., 1958-1981. He was succeeded
by Robert Browning, who now serves as pastor of

First Baptist Church of Frankfort, Ky.

n 1982, I was called to be the pastor of the

First Baptist Church in Somerset, Ky. I fol-

lowed Eldred Taylor, who had served the
church for 23 years. I knew I was inheriting a
strong, vibrant, healthy church, and for this gift
and opportunity I was grateful.

What I did not see at that time was
another gift I was going to receive: Eldred
Taylor’s friendship. I cannot begin to tell you
how much this relationship has meant to me the
last 33 years.

No former pastor ever treated the person
who followed him or her better than Eldred
treated me. He was gracious and kind in every
way. He offered wise advice when I asked for it
and encouragement when I needed it.

‘What made our close relationship unusual
yet mutually beneficial was that Eldred and
I were different in many ways. We were born
30 miles from each other, but were actually

worlds apart.

He came of age during the Great Depres-
sion and when the world was at war, as my
parents did. I came of age when our country
was at war with itself and our streets were filled
with blood.

His generation val-
ued order and loyalty.
My generation measured
faithfulness more by
the questions we asked
than the answers we
memorized.

My generation
became captivated by the
prophets’ call for justice

Robert F. Browning

and peace and fell in love

with the Jesus who walked the dusty Palestinian
roads listening to people’s stories and pleas for
help that others ignored or tried to silence.

I once told Eldred the challenge my genera-
tion faced was figuring out a way to get people
who experience and see life so differently to
respect, listen to and love one another.

“How can we get people to suspend their
understanding of truth long enough to discover
what they don’t know?” I asked him. “How do

we mobilize church members to make hope
visible to all people, especially those who have
no seat or voice at the table where decisions are
made? How can we help our members to see
that the church reflects the kingdom of God
when it resembles a quilt rather than a blanket?”

How I enjoyed our many conversations,
which continued after I moved to Atlanta and
upon my return to Kentucky. I found Eldred to
be a good listener, a trusted friend and a lifelong
learner.

I deeply appreciated the opportunity to
bounce ideas off of this brilliant scholar, theolo-
gian, historian, statesman, preacher and teacher.
I am especially pleased that his legacy will be
known by the students at Baptist Seminary of
Kentucky through the Eldred Taylor Chair of
Biblical Studies.

In recent years, every conversation Eldred
and I had ended the same way. “I love you and
appreciate your friendship,” we both would say.

At his memorial service at St. Matthews
Baptist Church in Louisville, I had the privilege
of repeating these words for the final time. I
assured his family, though, that Eldred’s influ-
ence upon me would always be a part of my
testimony. BT

Senior Pastor: First Baptist Church of Lenoir,
N.C.,is prayerfully seeking a full-time senior
pastor. FBC affirms the 1963 Baptist Faith and
Message. The church is now in its 126th year and
has 782 members. It is important to our mem-
bers to have opportunities for personal spiritual
growth, continue in our local and national mis-
sions, and have appealing programs for youth and
children. The senior pastor candidate should be
astrong spiritual leader, an inspirational worship
leader, and mission-minded. Qualifications include
an advanced theological degree from a seminary
or divinity school. Please send résumé and refer-
ences to pastorsearch.fbclenoir@gmail.com or
to Pastor Search Committee, First Baptist Church,
304 Main St. NW, Lenoir, NC 28645.
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Minister of Music, Youth and Families:
Central Baptist Church in Daytona Beach is a
progressive congregation, committed to an inter-
generational approach toward ministry. Central
has been located in the center of Daytona Beach
for 60 years, and is firmly affiliated with the
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship. We seek a full-
time minister of music, youth and families who is
committed to Jesus Christ and willing to lead our
church in music ministry that effectively reaches
people of all ages. This person will also lead our
church in providing outreach and discipleship
ministries to youth and their families, helping

to bring them into a growing relationship with
God and his church. For inquiries, call (386) 255-
2588 or write the search committee chair, Dr. Jim
Shoopman, at Shoop68@erau.edu.

Associate Pastor for Music and Children:
First Baptist Church, Elkin, N.C., is seeking a full-
time associate pastor for music and children. A
beautifully diverse congregation, FBC is aligned
exclusively with the CBF. The ideal candidate has
a graduate seminary degree, a passion for music/
worship and children, and five or more years of
local church experience in music ministry. For a
complete job description and contact informa-
tion, visit elkinfbc.com/candidate. Deadline for
receiving résumés is April 15.

Explore God’s love with Shine Sunday school
curriculum! Shine: Living in God’s Light has engaging
stories and activities that will teach children the
Bible and help them understand that they are
known and loved by God and learn what it means
to follow Jesus. Find sample sessions, Bible out-
lines and more at shinecurriculum.com.
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The Bible Lessons that
anchor the Nurturing Faith Bible

- .
Studies are written by Tony ‘( R
Cartledge in a scholarly, yet ‘
applicable, style from the wide
range of Christian scriptures. L )
A graduate of Southeastern
Baptist Theological Seminary (M.Div) and Duke University
™ (Ph.D.), and with years of experience as a pastor, writer,

and professor at Campbell University, he provides deep

BIBLE STUDIES feess o h it o hanest e,

Teaching resources at nurturingfaith.net

May lessons in this issue
Season of Easter

1 John 4:7-21

I. Order a copy of Baptists Today news journal Deep Love

for EACH MEMBER of the class. The Bible May 3, 2015
Lessons are found only here.

2. Teachers can go to nurturingfaith.net to access all 1 John 5:1-5

of the free resources needed for presentation. Simply

click on "Adult” or "Youth." Love Conquers All

May 10, 2015
Teaching the Lessons
. . 1 John 5:6-13
After reading The Bible Lessons by Tony Cartledge Testi
starting on page 18, teachers can access Sl
May 17, 2015

helpful teaching resources (at no charge) at
nurturingfaith.net. These include:

Spritual Matters,

*Tony's video overviews
* Adult teaching plans by Rick Jordan Old TESta ment Style
*Youth teaching plans by Jeremy Colliver Ezekiel 37:1-14
*Tony's "Digging Deeper" notes and Can These Bones Live?
"The Hardest Question” May 24, 2015
* Links to commentaries, multimedia
resources and more Isaiah 6:1-13
How to Order You Want Me To Do What?
May 31, 2015

The Bible Lessons in Baptists Today are copyrighted
and not to be photocopied.

Adult teaching plans by Rick Jordan of the
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of North Carolina
are available at nurturingfaith.net

* Orders may be placed at baptiststoday.org or
1-877-752-5658.

*The price is just $18 each for groups 0f 25 0F MOTE Lottt ettt et e e e

— for a full year — with no additional costs. Thanks sponsors'
’ L]

* All online teaching resources are available at no These Bible studies for adults and youth are sponsored through generous
charge and may be printed and used by teachers of gifts from the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship (Bo Prosser, Coordinator of
the Nurturing Faith Bible Studies. Congregational Life) and from the Eula Mae and John Baugh Foundation.

Thank you!
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Bible Study,

May 3, 2015
Deep Love

erhaps you have known someone,
P newly in love, who couldn’t

stop talking about his or her new
flame. Or, perhaps you’ve known what
it is like to be so deeply engrossed in a
project or cause that you rarely spoke of
anything else.

The author of 1 John couldn’t stop
talking about love — the love of God for
humankind and the love we are called
to share with each other. He spoke of
other things in his meandering epistle,
including a final warning against the
false teachers who denied Christ’s
incarnation and were soft on sin (4:1-6),
but kept circling back to his favorite
subject. With the possible exception of
1 Corinthians 13, there is no profounder
discussion of love in all of scripture
than in 1 John 4:7-21.

Knowing God’s love .
(vv. 7-12)

John has previously reminded his
readers that they are called to accept
God’s love and share it with others
(2:7-11, 3:11-18). In vv. 7-12, he delves
more deeply into what that kind of
unselfish, self-sacrificing love is like.
An important thing to understand
about Christian love — or any love worth
the name — is that love is a choice, not
just a feeling. We don’t get to choose
our feelings, but we choose whether
to love. Jesus taught us to love our
enemies, something we would never do
on the basis of our feelings about them.
Marriages sometimes fail because
idealistic couples have based their
relationship too heavily on the way

Additional background information
online where you see the “Digging |

Deeper” icon
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| "Beloved, since God loved us so much,
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we also ought to love one another.”
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they feel around each other, feelings
largely induced by brain chemicals such
as dopamine and oxytoxin. When their
mates don’t arouse the same neuro-
chemical buzz as in their courtship, they
may look elsewhere for someone with
whom they have more literal “chemis-
try.” Love that lasts is not based on
feelings alone; it is a choice that keeps
its commitments.

The writer addresses his readers
as people who are “beloved,” and then
urges them to be people who practice
active love.

Why? “Because love is from God,
and everyone who loves has been born
of God and knows God